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Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new 
birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. 1 Peter 1:3, NIV.

THE COMMITMENT TO EVANGELISM
We, the session of the Bloomfield United Presbyterian Church, commit ourselves to the task of
evangelism. Empowered by the Holy Spirit, we accept our identity as witnesses to jesus Christ in
our immediate community, our county, our nation, and around the world (Acts 1:8). We affirm that
we are called to reach out in word and deed to those beyond our walls, and we dedicate ourselves to
being hospitable and inviting within our walls.  For these reasons we commit ourselves:

1. To pray regularly for the Church around the world, to pray for the Presbyterian Church (USA)
and for our congregation that we might all be used as instruments for God's purpose.

2. To develop “A Theological Basis for Faithfulness” as our theology of evangelism (attached).

3. To assess evangelistic opportunities and the needs of the unchurched within reach of our
congregation and to pursue those opportunities and meet those needs.

4. To develop and/or initiate programs to train persons how to share their faith, such as parents
relating to their chIldren and laity relating to unchurched neighbors and co-workers.

5. To develop action plans to increase attendance in worship and participation in Christian
Education over the next five years. This goal is to be shared with the entire congregation and
recorded by the presbytery.

6. To establish annual goals for each of the next five years for adding new members and to
develop action plans to move toward the goal. This goal is to be shared with the entire
congregation and recorded by presbytery .

7. To develop a plan to include and involve all members in the full life of the congregation.

8. To provide over the next five years, within the life of the congregation, programs for those
persons who are new to the Christian faith This will mean an intentional effort to be basic and
introductory in worship, Bible study and mission, working to be inclusive of, and sensitive
toward, persons just beginning their faith journey.

9. To seek out and invite persons gifted for evangelism to consider whether they are called to the
Ministry of Word and Sacrament or other church vocations.

10. To evaluate annually our progress on this commitment, to recommit ourselves to evangelism and
to make adjustments as needed.

ADOPTED OCTOBER 16, 2001 DURING THE STATED MEETING OF SESSION

           Clerk of Session       Moderator
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THEOLOGICAL BASIS FOR FAITHFULNESS IN EVANGELISM
Bloomfield United Presbyterian Church

(taken from the Lausanne Covenant, 1974 by the Lausanne Committee for World Evangelization)

THE PURPOSE OF GOD
We affirm our belief in the one-eternal God, Creator and Lord of the world, Father, Son and Holy
Spirit, who govern all things according to the purpose of his will. He has been calling out from the
world a people for himself, and sending his people back into the world to be his servants and his
witnesses, for the extension of his kingdom, the building up of Christ's body, and the glory of his
name. We confess with shame that we have often denied our calling and failed in our mission, by
becoming conformed to the world or by withdrawing from it. Yet we rejoice that even when borne
by earthen vessels the gospel is still a precious treasure. To the task of making that treasure known
in the power of the Holy Spirit we desire to dedicate ourselves anew.
(Isa. 40:28; Matt. 28:19; Eph. 1:11; Acts 15:14; John 17:6, 18; Eph 4:12; 1 Cor. 5:10; Rom. 12:2;
II Cor. 4:7)

THE AUTHORITY AND POWER OF THE BIBLE
We affirm the divine inspiration, truthfulness and authority of both Old and New Testament
Scriptures in their entirety as the only written word of God, without error in all that it affirms, and
the only infallible rule of faith and practice. We also affirm the power of God's word to accomplish
his purpose of salvation. The message of the Bible is addressed to all men and women. For God's
revelation in Christ and in Scripture is unchangeable. Through it the Holy Spirit still speaks today.
He illumines the minds of God's people in every culture to perceive its truth freshly through their
own eyes and thus discloses to the whole Church ever more of the many-colored wisdom of God.
(II Tim. 3:16; II Pet. 1:21; John 10:35; Isa. 55:11; 1 Cor. 1:21; Rom. 1:16, Matt. 5:17,18; Jude 3;
Eph. 1:17,18; 3:10,18)

THE UNIQUENESS AND UNIVERSALITY OF CHRIST
We affirm that there is only one Savior and only one gospel, although there is a wide diversity of
evangelistic approaches. We recognize that everyone has some knowledge of God through his
general revelation in nature. But we deny that this can save, for people suppress the truth by their
unrighteousness. We also reject as derogatory to Christ and the gospel every kind of syncretism
and dialogue which implies that Christ speaks equally through all religions and ideologies. Jesus
Christ, being himself the only God-man, who gave himself as the only ransom for sinners, is the
only mediator between God and people. There is no other name by which we must be saved. All
men and women are perishing because of sin, but God loves everyone, not wishing that any should
perish but that all should repent. Yet those who reject Christ repudiate the joy of salvation and
condemn themselves to eternal separation from God. To proclaim Jesus as "the Savior of the
world" is not to affirm that all people are either automatically or ultimately saved, still less to affirm
that all religions offer salvation in Christ. Rather it is to proclaim God's love for a world of sinners
and to invite everyone to respond to him as Savior and Lord in the wholehearted personal
commitment of repentance and faith. Jesus Christ has been exalted above every other name; we long
for the day when every knee shall bow to him and every tongue shall confess him Lord.
(Gal. 1:6-9;Rom. 1:18-32; I Tim. 2:5,6; Acts 4:12; John 3:16-19; II Pet. 3:9; II Thess. 1:7-9;John
4:42; Matt. 11:28; Eph. 1:20,21; Phil. 2:9-11)

THE NATURE OF EVANGELISM
To evangelize is to spread the good news that Jesus Christ died for our sins and was raised from
the dead according to the Scriptures, and that as the reigning Lord he now offers the forgiveness of
sins and the liberating gifts of the Spirit to all who repent and believe. Our Christian presence in the
world is indispensable to evangelism, and so is that kind of dialogue whose purpose is to listen
sensitively in order to understand. But evangelism itself is the proclamation of the historical, biblical
Christ as Savior and Lord, with a view to persuading people to come to him personally and so be
reconciled to God. In issuing the gospel invitation we have no liberty to conceal the cost of
discipleship. Jesus still calls all who would follow him to deny themselves, take up their cross, and
identify themselves with his new community. The results of evangelism include obedience to Christ,
incorporation into his Church and responsible service in the world.
(I Cor. 15:3,4; Acts 2: 32-39; John 20:21; I Cor. 1:23; II Cor. 4:5; 5:11,20; Luke 14:25-33; Mark
8:34; Acts 2:40,47; Mark 10:43-45)



CHRISTIAN SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY
We affirm that God is both the Creator and the Judge of all men. We therefore should share his
concern for justice and reconciliation throughout human society and for the liberation of men and
women from every kind of oppression. Because men and women are made in the image of God,
every person, regardless of race, religion, color, culture, class, sex or age, has an intrinsic dignity
because of which he or she should be respected and served, not exploited. Here too we express
penitence both for our neglect and for having sometimes regarded evangelism and social concern as
mutually exclusive. Although reconciliation with other people is not reconciliation with God, nor is
social action evangelism, nor is political liberation salvation, nevertheless we affirm that evangelism
and socio-political involvement are both part of our Christian duty. For both are necessary
expressions of our doctrines of God and man, our love for our neighbor and our obedience to Jesus
Christ. The message of salvation implies also a message of judgment upon every form of alienation,
oppression and discrimination, and we should not be afraid to denounce evil and injustice wherever
they exist. When people receive Christ they are born again into his kingdom and must seek not
only to exhibit but also to spread its righteousness in the midst of an unrighteous world. The
salvation we claim should be transforming us in the totality of our personal and social
responsibilities. Faith without works is dead.
(Acts 17:26,31; Gen. 18:25; Isa. 1:17; Psa. 45:7; Gen. 1:26,27; Jas. 3:9; Lev. 19:18; Luke 6:27,35;
Jas. 2:14-26; Joh. 3:3,5; Matt. 5:20; 6:33; II Cor. 3:18; Jas. 2:20)

THE CHURCH AND EVANGELISM
We affirm that Christ sends his redeemed people into the world as the Father sent him, and that this
calls for a similar deep and costly penetration of the world. We need to break out of our
ecclesiastical ghettos and permeate non-Christian society. In the Church's mission of sacrificial
service evangelism is primary. World evangelization requires the whole Church to take the whole
gospel to the whole world. The Church is at the very center of God's cosmic purpose and is his
appointed means of spreading the gospel. But a church which preaches the cross must itself be
marked by the cross. It becomes a stumbling block to evangelism when it betrays the gospel or
lacks a living faith in God, a genuine love for people, or scrupulous honesty in all things including
promotion and finance. The church is the community of God's people rather than an institution, and
must not be identified with any particular culture, social or political system, or human ideology.
(John 17:18; 20:21; Matt. 28:19,20; Acts 1:8; 20:27; Eph. 1:9,10; 3:9-11; Gal. 6:14,17; II Cor.
6:3,4; II Tim. 2:19-21; Phil. 1:27)

THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
We believe in the power of the Holy Spirit. The Father sent his Spirit to bear witness to his Son,
without his witness ours is futile. Conviction of sin, faith in Christ, new birth and Christian growth
are all his work. Further, the Holy Spirit is a missionary spirit; thus evangelism should arise
spontaneously from a Spirit-filled church. A church that is not a missionary church is contradicting
itself and quenching the Spirit. Worldwide evangelization will become a realistic possibility only
when the Spirit renews the Church in truth and wisdom, faith, holiness, love and power. We
therefore call upon all Christians to pray for such a visitation of the sovereign Spirit of God that all
his fruit may appear in all his people and that all his gifts may enrich the body of Christ. Only then
will the whole world become a fit instrument in his hands, that the whole earth may hear his voice.
(I Cor. 2:4; John 15:26;27; 16:8-11; I Cor. 12:3; John 3:6-8; II Cor. 3:18; John 7:37-39; I Thess.
5:19; Acts 1:8; Psa. 85:4-7; 67:1-3; Gal. 5:22,23; I Cor. 12:4-31; Rom. 12:3-8)


